OPEN ACCESS: Al-Aijaz Research Journal of Islamic Studies & Humanities
ISSN (ONLINE): 2707-1219 & ISSN (PRINT): 2707-1200

http://www.arjish.com

DOI: https://doi.org/10.53575/uB.v6.02(22)75-89

[75] AL I s df Skl g

AL ot if St g

Impact of Islamic Civilization and Culture on Humanity

DR. MUHAMMAD SHAHBAZ MAN]
Department of Islamic Studies, University of Sargodha, Sargodha

DR. HAFIZ MUHAMMAD ABRAR AWAN
PhD Islamic Studies, Sheikh Zaid Islamic Centre, Punjab University, Lahore

DR. SAMI ULLAH
Assistant Professor Arabic, University of Education, Lahore (Jauharabad Campus)

Received on: 10-04-2022 Accepted on: 25-05-2022
Abstract
In the sphere of culture and civilization, adoption, acceptance, gaining and impact are
undeniable facts. This paper studies the impacts of Islamic civilization on the other
civilizations. It finds that Islamic civilization had been a profound impact on the other
civilization intellectually, socially and scholarly. This is not only a claim of Muslim

scholars but a fact confessed by prominent western scholars and historian of science
and knowledge.
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world.
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That network, Oriental-Greek-Arabic, is our network. The neglect of Arabic science
and the corresponding misunderstanding of our own -mediaeval traditions was
partly due to the fact that Arabic studies were considered a part of Oriental studies.
The Arabists were left alone or else in the company of other orientalists, such as
Sanskrit, Chinese or Malay scholars. That was not wrong but highly misleading. It is
true the network, our network, included other Oriental elements than the Arabic or
Hebrew, such as the Hindu ones to which reference has already been made, but the

largest part for centuries was woven with Arabic threads. If all these threads were
plucked out, the network would break in the middle.>
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It is highly probable that but for the Arabs, modern European civilization never have
assumed that--- character which has enabled it to transcend all previous phases of

evolution. For although there is not a single aspect of European growth in which the
decisive influence of Islamic culture is not traceable, nowhere is it so clear and
momentous as in the genesis of that power which constitutes the paramount
distinctive force of the modern world and the supreme source of its victory, natural
science and the scientific spirit. What we call science arose in Europe as a result of a
new spirit of enquiry, of new methods of investigation, experiment, observation and
measurement of the development of mathematics in a form unknown to the Greeks.
That spirit and those methods were introduced into the European world by the

Arabs.’
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The bulk of this scientific material, whether astronomical, astrological or
geographical, penetrated the west through Spanish and Sicilian channels.?
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Not only are most of the star... names in European languages of Arabic origins... but
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anumbers of technical terms... are likewise of Arabic etymology and testify to the rich
legacy of Islam to Christian Europe.10
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In the field of natural history especially botany, pure and applied, as in that of
astronomy and mathematics, the western Muslims (of Spain) enriched the world by
their researches. They made accurate observations on the sexual difference (of
various plants.11
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Their medical studies, later translated into Latin and the European languages,
revealed their advanced knowledge of blood circulation in the human body. The work
of Abu'l-Qasim al-Zahrawi, Kitab al-Tasrif,on surgery, was translated into Latin by
Gerard of Cremona and into Hebrew about a century later by Shem-tob ben Isaac.
Another important work in this field was the Kitab al-Maliki of al-Majusi (died 982
AD), which shows according to Browne that the Muslim physicians had an elementary
conception of the capillary system (optic) and in the wokrs of Max Meyerhof, Ibn al-
Nafis (died 1288 AD) was the first in time and rank of the precursors of William
Harvery. In fact, he propounded the theory of pulmonary circulation three centuries
before Michael Servetus. The blood, after having been refined must rise in the
arterious veins to the lung in order to expand its volume, and to be mixed with air so

that its finest part may be clarified and may reach the venous artery in which it is
transmitted to the left cavity of the heart.12
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The coming of Islam six hundred years after Christ was the new, powerful impulse. It
started as a local event, uncertain in its outcome; but once Muhammad conquered
Makkah in 630 AD, it took the southern world by storm. In a hundred years, Islam
conquered Alexandria, established a fabulous city of learning in Baghdad and thrust

its frontier to the east beyond Isfahan in Persia. By 730 AD the Muslim Empire
reached from Spain and Southern France to the borders of China and India. An empire
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of spectacular strength and grace while Europe lapsed into the Dark Age...
Muhammad had been firm that Islam was not to be a religion of miracles; it became
in intellectual content a pattern of contemplation and analysis.2>
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